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GSoM News  
 

Our students have been very busy since the close of the 2015-2016 

school year! Between summer camp, family-oriented German game 

nights, and even out of town group immersion trips; our students 

have had a very full couple of months. Let’s take a moment to look 

back at all the exciting activities they’ve done..  

 

Past Events 

Sommercamp (Summer camp) 

Every summer, GSoM hosts a camp that allows children to play with 

their German-speaking friends in a fun, immersive atmosphere.  

 

Counselors: 

Bernie, 

Christine, 

Delaney, 

Sebastian, 

MaryGrace, 

Chris, 

Jonathan 

 

A highlight of 2016 Sommercamp was singing German songs with Bernie 

Schlafke (Guitarist) and other German counselors such as..  

Meine Oma faehrt im Hühnerstall Motorrad 

Grün, grün, grün sind alle meine Kleider 

Funkel funkel kleiner Stern 

Die Maus auf Weltraumreise 

Students also spent time learning German by playing 

games outside, decorating goodies to take home in 

their Schultüte (candy cone) , and listening to German 

stories during our two one-week camps. We can’t wait 

to see them again next summer! 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

November 13 

St. Martin’s Fest 

November 26 

Thanksgiving (No Class) 

December 10 

Nikolaus Fest 

  

2016-2017 Classes 
Deutschlehrer/in: German Teacher 

Schuljahr: School year 
 

Entchen (Ducklings) 

Noelle Stadler ; Pre-schoolers  

Spatzen (Sparrows) 

Delaney Jacobs; Kindergarteners 

Schwalben (Swallows) 
Jo Drury ; 1st-2nd graders 

Falken (Falcons) 
Catalina Thomsen ; 3rd-4th graders 

Eulen (Owls) 
Chris Tabisz ; 5th-6th graders 

Moewen (Seagulls) 
Jonathan Gillette ; 7th-8th graders 

Conversational German  
Mary Ellen Rutemeyer ; Adults 

 



June camp August camp 

  

 

 

Wochenende am Genevasee (Lake Geneva Weekend) 

Five GSoM students traveled to Lake Geneva for the Waldsee 

German Immersion Weekend this October to experience German 

with about 80 other middle and high schoolers from Northern 

Illinois and Southern Wisconsin. They didn't just speak German; 

they sang, danced, ate and played in German. The short weekend 

was packed full with activities - from a Naturwanderung (nature 

hike) to painting Namensschilder (name tags) to playing “Ligretto”, 

a fun German card game. Check out the website for more info.  

Spielenachmittag (Board Game Afternoon) 

Every year, a jury of German-speaking board game critics (yes, that’s a thing) selects the best game of the 

year, based on criteria like originality of concept, clearness 

of rules, layout and design. Since 1998, a separate award 

has been given for best children’s game of the year. It was 

only fitting, then, for us to host our very first 

Spielenachmittag on October 16. About 25 participants, 

ranging from preschoolers to grandparents, got together 

and played old and new games. Among the favorites: “Lotti 

Karotti,” a game for the younger crowd, “Geistesblitz (Ghost 

Blitz),” a fast reaction game equally enjoyed by kids and 

adults, “Das verrückte Labyrinth (The crazy labyrinth)”, a 

classic game in which players rearrange a maze, “Das 

magische Labyrinth (The magical labyrinth)”, another game about navigating a maze (this one uses magnets 

and requires good visual memory), and “Quixx”, a fast dice game for those who like numbers and a 

balanced mix of luck and strategy. We’ll definitely do this again! 
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Upcoming Events!  

St. Martinstag/Laternenfest (St. Martin’s Day/Lantern Fest)  

On 11/6, GSoM families got together to create lanterns 

for this weekend’s annual lantern parade which will 

take place on November 13th. It was a free, fun, and 

crafty afternoon where children got ready for the 

potluck, singing, and lantern walk that will take place 

this upcoming Sunday 

11/13 at 4PM at 

Shorewood Hills 

Community Center. 

Even if you didn’t already make a lantern, we 

look forward to seeing students at the Fest 

this weekend! 

 

Nikolausfest (St. Nicholas Day) 

On December 10, all GSoM families are invited to visit with the German 

Nikolaus, a bearded man with a large sack who 

looks a bit like Santa Claus with a Bishop’s hat. 

He arrives a little late this year, perhaps because 

it took him a while to travel from Germany to 

Madison! If you were a child living in Germany, 

you would polish one of your boots on the 

evening of December 5 and put it outside your 

room. If you have (mostly) been good all year, 

Nikolaus may leave a gift and candy in your 

boot, which you would find the morning of 

December 6. Who is Nikolaus, you may ask? He 

was a Greek bishop by the name of Nikolaus von Myra who died on 

December 6 more than 1,600 years ago. Legend has it that he would 

sometimes take secret gifts to poor children while they were asleep…and 

this story has been has been kept alive in German and several other 

countries.  

 

Classroom Highlights 
Entchen - Preschool 

Spatzen – Kindegarten 

Eulen – 5th & 6th Grade 

For Halloween, the Spatzen 

class played Halloween Bingo 

and described their fun 
Halloween costumes auf 

Deutsch (in German).   

Afterwards, the Spatzen went to 

visit their friends in the Entchen 

classroom where they all listened 

to the Eulen read the stories they 

wrote auf Deutsch. The Eulen 

wrote stories inspired by 

Struwwelpeter. 

Der Struwwelpeter is a children’s 

picture book written by Dr. 

Heinrich. These stories were 

originally written for his son 

before being published in 1845.  

 


